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Bird Behavior Detectives  
Grade 5,  7
Essential Questions:  

What are the stimuli and advantages of bird behaviors?
Background Information: 

Watching bird behaviors can be great fun for any age, young or old.  At first, it may be difficult for students to be patient enough to observe and record behaviors, but with time they will become more skilled at noticing both obvious and subtle movements of birds.  This activity not only looks at birds doing things, but encourages students to investigate and record the stimuli and advantages of each observed behavior.  Refer to Bird Behaviors in Background Information for Lessons and Activities for explanations of behaviors.
Getting Ready:  

Make one copy of Bird Behavior Detectives Worksheet for each student.  Each worksheet allows for one bird observation.  Distribute additional worksheets as needed.
Procedures: 

1. Begin by telling the class that they are going to spend a week watching bird behaviors.  They can choose one bird species to watch for the study or many different kids of birds.  (If they choose just one bird, advise them to pick one that is common.) Explain that bird behaviors need to be triggered by something (a stimulus).  Tell the class that this activity involves observing bird behaviors, trying to figure out what causes behaviors, and deciding the advantages of behaviors.  
2. Ask students to help you create a list all the things they know birds can do. Remind them to think about the different types of birds, changes of the seasons, different habitats, male and female birds, etc. (They may suggest flying, swimming, walking, singing, hunting, building a nest, preening, or feeding at a bird feeder).  
3. Distribute at least one copy of Bird Behavior Detectives Worksheet to each student   Explain the information at the top of the Worksheet:
Date and time:   
Students can choose two different dates or times for this 




worksheet.

Temperature: 
Ask students to either use a thermometer or write “cold”, “warm”, 



or “hot”

Sky:  

Ask students to write in “clear”, “partly cloudy”, “overcast”

Habitat:  
 
Students can write a simple description such as “forest”, “field”, 



“swamp”,  “yard”, “parking lot”, “city”.
Bird:

 
Students can watch either one bird or more than one bird at a 



time.

Example:
	DATE: 
April 1
	TIME: 
10 AM
	TEMP:           SKY:

   70               clear
	HABITAT:  
Field
	BIRD:  
1.Broad-winged Hawk




4. Ask the students to look at the BEHAVIOR column on the worksheet.  Tell them that they should put a check in the box next to an observed behavior.  Ask them if there are any behaviors that they need to have explained.  Refer to Bird Behaviors in Background Information for Lessons and Activities  for explanations of behaviors.
5. The ‘WHY—STIMULUS AND ADVANTAGE?’ column of the Worksheet is where they can write in the reason (stimulus) that they believe caused the behavior. Remind students that sometimes the stimulus for a behavior may be difficult to determine, but they should make a scientific guess.


In the example below, a Broad-winged Hawk was seen preening.  Students will decide what caused the behavior and what the advantage of preening is for the bird.

	BEHAVIOR
	[image: image1.png]




	WHY—STIMULUS AND ADVANTAGE?

	Preening
	 [image: image2.png]



	Dirt was on the feathers.  Clean feathers keep birds warm.


6. Give students a week or two to be bird behavior detectives.  Review each student’s Bird Behavior Detectives Worksheet frequently during that time to answer any questions they may have.
7. At the end of the designated time, ask each student to describe to the class one example of an observed behavior, along with its stimulus and advantage.  During their description, ask them to act out the behaviors and see if other students can guess which behavior it is.
8. Summarize this activity by asking students:

a. What types of stimuli caused your bird behaviors?
b. Do all behaviors have obvious advantages for birds?  Why or why not?
c. Were there some behaviors that had no apparent stimulus?
d. What did you learn about birds’ behaviors and how they relate to their habitat?
e. What did you learn about birds’ behaviors and how they relate to other animals?
f. Why is it important to record date, time, weather and habitat? (The weather, time of day, habitat, etc. can make a difference in bird behaviors.

Assessment:

1. Review Bird Behavior Detective Worksheet for accuracy.

2. Ask students to create or write stories using bird behaviors.


Location: Outdoors or at bird feeders.





Objectives:  Students will


observe bird behaviors.


understand the


      importance of  


      recording scientific 


	data.


decide the stimuli and advantages of  bird behaviors.


Skills:  data collection, observation, asking questions, analysis, communication  


Supplies:


Bird Behavior Detectives Worksheet


pencils





Subjects: science 














Going Beyond:


Birds in our Neighborhood


Be a Bird


What’s in it for Birds?














